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Webplosion:  A Timeline of the World Wide Web

2001  

As the World Wide Web celebrates its 10th birthday and e-mail turns 30, more than 130 million Americans are on the Internet today, with the average user spending more than 20 hours per month online.  
Ten years after the birth of the World Wide Web, nearly two-thirds of American households are regularly surfing the Internet.  In 1951, 10 years after the first commercial broadcast on NBC, less than one in four American households owned a television.  In the decade since each was introduced, Americans adopted the Internet almost three times faster than television.
As of the third quarter, the SBC family of companies had nearly 1.2 million DSL Internet customers.  SBC DSL Internet access service* is currently available to 58 percent of the company’s customers.
2000  


The World Wide Web grows to more than 1 billion unique Web pages.  The Web is approximately 10,000 times larger than just four years earlier. 

More than 42 million Americans are swapping instant messages.

1999  

A live Webcast of a Victoria’s Secret fashion show draws a record-breaking 1.5 million visitors. 

Shawn Fanning founds Napster at age 19.  Millions of Web users flood the music exchange service to download MP3 versions of popular songs. 
1997
Paul McCartney sets the Guinness World Record for “Most Questions Asked Online” when he receives more than 3 million questions from fans during a 30-minute Web event to promote his album Flaming Pie.
The first annual Webby Awards is hosted in San Francisco with 40,000 viewers tuned in to the event’s Webcast.
1996 

There are now approximately 100,000 Web sites around the world.  Only half of the sites end in “.com.”
1995 


Internet bookseller Amazon.com opens its virtual doors. 

After first conceiving of an online auction site so his fiancé could more easily buy and sell rare Pez dispensers, Pierre Omidyar launches eBay. 



1994 
The first live radio “cyberstation” begins its broadcast from a technology conference in Las Vegas.

Webplosion/Page Two

1993
Only 130 Web pages exist worldwide.  

Two University of Illinois college students develop Mosaic, the first graphics-capable Web browser.  One of the developers, Marc Andreessen, later launches the successful Internet browser company Netscape.

1992 

The first Internet video broadcast takes place over the MBONE (the multicast backbone).  This first global broadcast consists of live footage from an Internet Engineering Task Force conference. 

Jean Armour Polly, a public librarian, coins the phrase “surfing the Internet.”

1991  

Tim Berners-Lee invents the World Wide Web at CERN, a Switzerland-based nuclear physics research lab.  
###
* DSL Internet access services provided by Ameritech Interactive Media Services, Inc., Pacific Bell Internet Services, Southwestern Bell Internet Services, Inc., and SNET Diversified Group.  DSL Internet access service is an information service that combines high-speed DSL transport with Internet access.  
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