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On September 22, 2000, Verizon Virginia Inc. ("Verizon Virginia") f/k/a Bell Atlantic – Virginia, Inc., and SBC Telecom, Inc. ("SBCT"), filed for Commission approval pursuant to §§ 251 and 252 of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 ("the Act"), 47 U.S.C. §§ 252 and 252, an Amendment to their interconnection agreement ("Amendment"), approved by the Commission Order dated September 20, 2000. The Amendment makes changes to the terms and conditions of the Agreement.


The Commission has constitutional and statutory duties to regulate the operations of the telecommunications public service companies to assure conformance to the public interest. See Va. Const. art. IX, § 2, and § 56�35 of the Code of Virginia. This authority has been reaffirmed by the enactment of § 56�235.5 B and _§ 56�265.4:4 C 1., Whether the Commission is authorizing alternative forms of regulation or certificating competitive
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providers, it must assure the continuation of quality local exchange telecommunications services and protect the public interest. Notwithstanding their negotiated agreement, Verizon Virginia, SBCT, and all other providers of local exchange telecommunications services must comply with all statutory standards and Commission rules and regulations.


Counsel for Verizon Virginia and SBCT indicated that�car�copy of the Amendment was served on the modified service list in this case as defined in the Commission's Procedural Rules for Implementing §§ 251 and 252 of the Telecommunications Act of 1996, as adopted in Case No. PUC960059, 20 VAC 5�400�190, ("procedural rules"). Comments were to be filed on or before October 13, 2000, and none were received.


Whether the Commission is authorizing alternative forms of regulation or certificating competitive providers, it must assure the continuation of quality local exchange telecommunications services, and protect the public interest... _ _ The Commission has a duty under the Constitution of Virginia and the Code of Virginia to regulate the operations of telecommunications public service companies to assure conformance to the public interest. See Va. Const. art. IX, § 2, and § 56�35, § 56�265.4:4 C, and Chapter 15 of Title 56 of the Code of Virginia. Our action approving the Amendment negotiated between Verizon Virginia and SBCT is taken pursuant
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to that authority and any authority granted us under the Act that we may exercise without effecting waiver of any and all immunity possessed by the Commonwealth of Virginia as a sovereign state of the United States of America under the Eleventh Amendment to the United States Constitution.


We have reviewed the Amendment and find no reason to reject it. Therefore, we find that the Amendment should be approved�.�The Amendment is binding only on Verizon Virginia and SBCT and should not be viewed as precedent for other agreements.





Accordingly, IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED THAT:


(1)	Pursuant to the Commission's authority to regulate public service companies as authorized by the Virginia Constitution, art. IX, § 2, and § 56�35 of the Code of Virginia, the Amendment submitted by Verizon Virginia and SBCT is hereby approved.


(2)	A copy of this Amendment shall be kept on file in the Commission's Division of Communications for inspection by the public.


(3)	This matter is continued generally for the consideration of any subsequent revisions or amendments to the Agreement.


AN ATTESTED COPY hereof shall be sent by the Clerk of the Commission to: Lydia R. Pulley, Vice President and General Counsel, Verizon Virginia Inc., 600 East Main Street,
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11th Floor, Richmond, Virginia 23219; Phillip Bowie, Area Manager � Interconnection Management, SBC Telecom, Inc., Three Bell Plaza, Suite 1520, Dallas, Texas 75202; John F. Dudley, Esquire, Senior Assistant Attorney General, Division of Consumer Counsel, Office of the Attorney General, 900 East Main Street, Richmond, Virginia 23219; and the Commission's Office of General Counsel and Division of Communications.


