
AT&T Aspire: Sumter School District

Graduating Students, 
One Community at a Time
Program Description:
Sumter School District serves 17,000 students in grades preschool through twelve in 16 elementary schools, seven middle 
schools, three high schools, two alternative learning programs and the Early Head Start program. Sumter is mainly a rural 
county with a population of 100,000 people. At least 71 percent of residents are low income, below poverty level families.
The Aspire funds will be used to support an innovative credit recovery program designed to increase graduation rates for 
at-risk high school students in Sumter. The program will serve 105 students (35 at each of the three high schools - Lakewood 
High, Crestwood High and Sumter High). 

The services provided through this program are fourfold. First, students will be linked with a graduation coach, who will be 
their mentor and guide them as they navigate the program. Second, students will develop goals and have an academic 
program designed specifically to meet their instructional needs with credit enhancement and recovery through small group 
and individual computer-based learning for credit recovery. Third, the program will be offered during school and afterschool, 

with transportation home provided if needed. Fourth, students 
will enter a college readiness program that will encourage 
them not only to graduate from high school but will show 
them how to continue into post-secondary education. All 
students who meet their goals will be offered one of several 
technology incentives.
 

In recognition of high levels of academic achievement 
and high rates of student academic improvement, 
18 Sumter School District schools earned a total 
of 21 Palmetto Gold and Silver awards. 

Sumter School District 

Earned a B rating for exceeding state standards.

Has an 81 percent graduation rate.

“Sumter School District is delighted to receive $100,000 to 
better serve our at-risk student population. This grant will 
further  enable us to provide a program that equips students 
to be responsible, successful, and productive citizens in a 
global society.” 

Superintendent Randolph D. Bynum, Sr.
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Funding:
$100,000

Students:
105

http://district.sumterschools.net/


