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Smartphone and Tablet Glossary: The creation of smartphones and tablets has led to 

the creation of some new terminology. You will see that the terms and definitions below 

are regularly used when referencing smartphones or tablets. 

App: Short for application, a software program that runs on a mobile device (tablet 

or smartphone) 

Data:  Term used to describe your device’s access to the internet.  For example, 

when you send an email or add an app you are using data.  

Download:  When you copy the data from the operating system to your smartphone 

or tablet.  Typically used when you add an app to your device- ‘download an app’.  

Intelligent Personal Assistant:  A software agent that can perform tasks or 

services for you, such as placing a call or modifying your calendar (ex. Siri).  

Operating System:  A mobile operating system (OS) designed to run on 

smartphones and tablets.  There are 3 major mobile OS- Apple iOS, Android OS and 

Windows OS 

QWERTY:  Standard keyboard layout in which q, w, e, r, t, and y are the first keys 

from the left on the top row 

Selfie:  A photograph that you take of yourself using your smartphone or tablet, 

which is normally shared via social media 

Smartphone: A cellular phone that performs many of the functions of a computer, 

typically having a touchscreen interface, internet access and an operating system 

capable of running downloaded applications 

Social Media:  Websites and apps that allow you to create and share content (such 

as pictures, videos).  Some of the more popular social media sites are Facebook and 

YouTube 

Tablet:  A mobile computer with its display, battery and circuitry all in a single unity 

making it more mobile and lightweight than traditional computers 

Texting: typed message sent via a cell phone limited to 140 characters 

Touch Screen: A display device that allows a user to interact with a computer by 

touching areas on the screen 

Video Chat:  A face-to-face conversation held over the internet using your 

smartphone or tablet and dedicated software apps 
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Texting Glossary:  When texting with others, the key is to keep the message brief; 

therefore there are several phrases that are abbreviated.  Below is a list of some of the 

more popular texting phrases. 

2moro: Tomorrow

2nite: Tonight

BFF: Best Friends Forever

BRB: Be Right Back 

BTW:  By The Way 

ILY:  I Love You 

IMHO: In My Humble Opinion 

J/K: Just Kidding

LOL:  Laugh Out Loud 

NP: No Problem

OMG Oh My Goodness 

OT: Off Topic 

POV: Point Of View 

ROFL: Rolling On the Floor Laughing 

RT: ReTweet

THX: Thanks 

TTYL:  Talk To You Later 

 


